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STUDY IN GERMANY: IS IT REALLY
THE BEST “LOW-COST” OPTION
FOR INDIAN STUDENTS?

Germany has rapidly become one of the most talked-
about study destinations for Indian students. The idea of
“free education in Europe” is compelling—and widely
promoted.

But the reality is more nuanced.

While Germany does offer low tuition at public
universities, the decision to study there involves far more
than cost. It includes academic eligibility, process
complexity, language adaptation, and long-term
career outcomes.

This article is not about promoting Germany.
 It is about helping you answer one critical question:

Why Germany Is Gaining Popularity

Over the past decade, Germany has positioned itself as an attractive destination due to several structural
advantages:

1. Low or No Tuition Fees
Public universities in Germany typically charge minimal tuition fees, making it significantly more affordable
than countries like the UK or USA.

2. Strong Engineering and Technical Education
Germany is globally recognised for its strength in engineering, manufacturing, and applied sciences.

3. Stable Economy and Job Market
As Europe’s largest economy, Germany offers strong industrial and employment opportunities—especially in
technical fields.

4. Post-Study Work Opportunities
Germany provides pathways for students to stay back and seek employment after graduation.
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Is Germany the right decision for you—not just a popular option?
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One of the biggest misconceptions about Germany is that
it is a low-cost destination overall.

In reality, students must consider:
Blocked Account Requirement
Indian students are required to deposit approximately
€11,000–€12,000 per year as proof of funds.

Living Expenses
Monthly living costs can range between €850–€1200
depending on the city.

Health Insurance
Mandatory for all students.

Semester Fees
Although tuition is low, administrative fees apply.

www.reallygreatsite.com

What This Means
Germany is low tuition, not low cost.
The real investment includes:

Time
Preparation
Financial discipline
Process management

The Second Reality Check: Not Every Student Qualifies

The First Reality Check: “Free Education” Does
Not Mean Low Cost

Germany is not a flexible admission system.
Unlike some countries where a wide range of profiles can find options, Germany requires:

Strong Academic Background

Public universities have strict entry criteria.

Relevant Bachelor’s Degree

Course alignment is critical. Switching fields is difficult.

APS Certification (for Indian students)

A mandatory verification process that can delay timelines.

Who Gets Rejected Most Often?
Students with low academic scores
Students changing fields (e.g., BBA → Data Science)
Students with unclear documentation
Students applying without understanding eligibility
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PUBLIC VS PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES
IN GERMANY

On the surface, the answer seems obvious.

Public universities are often seen as the better
option because they offer low or no tuition fees,
while private universities charge significantly
higher fees.

But the reality is more nuanced.

The decision between public and private
universities is not just about cost—it is about:

Admission feasibility
Career outcomes
Academic fit
Time and risk involved

This article will help you understand:

✔ What actually differentiates public and private  
    universities in Germany
✔ Which option works for which type of student
✔ Where most students make the wrong decision
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Should you apply to public universities or private universities?

WHICH ONE ACTUALLY MAKES SENSE FOR INDIAN
STUDENTS?

One of the most confusing decisions for students planning to study in Germany is:

Understanding the System: Public vs Private
Universities

Germany has two broad categories of higher
education institutions:

1. Public Universities
These are government-funded institutions.
Key characteristics:

Low or no tuition fees
Highly structured admission requirements
Strong academic reputation
Limited flexibility

2. Private Universities
These are privately funded institutions.
Key characteristics:

Higher tuition fees (€10,000–€25,000 per
year)
More flexible admission criteria
Industry-oriented programs
Smaller class sizes
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This is incorrect.

Public Universities Require:

✔ Strong academic scores
✔ Relevant undergraduate degree
✔ Strict documentation
✔ APS clearance (for Indian students)
✔ Sometimes German language (depending on
program)
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1. Low Tuition Fees

This significantly reduces the financial burden.

2. Strong Academic Reputation

Many public universities are globally respected, especially in engineering and sciences.

3. Research-Oriented Learning

Ideal for students interested in academic or technical depth.

But Here’s the Reality

Public universities are:

❗ Highly selective     ❗ Rigid in requirements      ❗ Not designed for every profile

Why Public Universities Are So Popular

Public universities dominate student preference for one simple reason:

            Cost advantage

But that is only one part of the picture.

Key Advantages of Public Universities

The Biggest Myth About Public Universities

 “Anyone can study in Germany because it’s free.”

What Happens in Reality

Many students:
Apply to multiple public universities
Wait for months
Get rejected or no response

Then they are left with:
Missed intakes
Wasted time
Limited backup options
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Germany is not a “fast” destination.

Key Steps Include:

APS certification
University applications (often multiple
portals)
Document verification
Visa process
Blocked account setup

Each step requires accuracy and planning.
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What Most Students Underestimate
Germany does not reject you at the visa
stage—it filters you much earlier.

The Third Reality Check: Process Complexity

Language: The Hidden Factor

While many programs are offered in English,
language still plays a role in:

Daily life
Internships
Part-time jobs
Full-time employment

Students who ignore this factor often struggle
later.

Career Outcomes: The Most Important Factor

Most students focus on:
Admission
Visa
University ranking

But the real question is:

What happens after graduation?

Germany Works Best For:

Engineers
Technical profiles
Students targeting manufacturing,
automotive, or tech sectors

Challenges Students Face:

Job market competitiveness
Language expectations
Cultural adaptation
Time required to secure employment



FACTOR GERMANY UK DUBAI

Tuition Fee Low High Medium

Duration 2 Years 1 Year 1-2 Years

Flexibility Low High Medium

Job Market Strong (Technical) Broad Competitive

Process Complexity High Medium Low
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Who Should Consider Germany?

Germany is a strong option if you:
✔ Have a solid academic profile
✔ Are applying within your field
✔ Are willing to adapt (including language)
✔ Are planning long-term (not quick outcomes)
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The Biggest Mistake Students Make

Choosing Germany because:

“It’s free”
“Everyone is going there”
“Consultant suggested it”

Who Should Reconsider Germany?

Germany may not be ideal if you:
✖ Have low academic scores
✖ Want quick admissions
✖ Are unsure about your field
✖ Are not ready for structured processes
✖ Expect easy job outcomes

Germany vs Other Destinations

A Better Way to Decide
Instead of asking:
❌ “Is Germany good?”
Ask:
✔ Is Germany suitable for my profile?
✔ Does my course align with job demand?
✔ Can I manage the process and expectations?

Final Thought
Germany is not an easy destination—but it is a rewarding one for the right student.
The difference between success and struggle often comes down to decision quality at the beginning.

Not Sure If This Is Right For You?
Get a personalised second opinion before you apply.
🔘 Get Your Profile Evaluated
🔘 Chat With an Advisor
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Private universities are often dismissed
due to cost.

But this leads to missed opportunities for
the right students.

Key Advantages of Private Universities
1. Faster Admission Process

Private universities typically have quicker
decision timelines.

2. Flexible Entry Requirements

They may accept:
Moderate academic profiles
Slightly different academic
backgrounds

3. Industry-Oriented Curriculum

Programs are often designed with
employability in mind.

4. English-Taught Programs

More accessible for international students.

Private Universities: The Overlooked Option

What Private Universities Do Better

They optimise for:

✔ Practical skills
✔ Industry exposure
✔ Faster onboarding

The Biggest Mistake Students Make

Students often think:

           “Public is good, private is bad.”

This binary thinking leads to poor decisions.

Reality

The right choice depends on:

Your academic profile
Your budget
Your timeline

Your career goals
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When Public Universities Make Sense

Public universities are ideal if you:

✔ Have strong academic scores (typically 70–
80%+)
✔ Have a degree aligned with your target
program
✔ Are willing to wait and handle a complex
process
✔ Are targeting technical or research-based
careers

Example

An engineering student with:

80% in B.Tech
Clear subject alignment
Willingness to learn German

→ Public university is a strong option.
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Cost vs Outcome: The Real Comparison

Most students compare:                                 But they should compare:

❌ Tuition fees                                                ✔ Total cost vs career outcome

When Private Universities Make More Sense

Private universities may be a better option if
you:

✔ Have moderate academic scores
✔ Want faster admissions
✔ Are looking for business or management
programs
✔ Prefer structured support and industry
exposure
✔ Are comfortable with higher tuition

Example

A BBA student with:

60–65%
Looking for international business

→ Public options may be limited
→Private universities may offer better
pathways

Public University Path

Lower tuition
Longer admission timeline
Higher entry barrier
Strong academic brand

Private University Path

Higher tuition
Faster admission
More flexibility
Industry-focused programs

Career Outcomes: What Actually Matters

Employability in Germany depends more on:

Skills
Internships
Language ability
Networking

—not just university type.

Important Insight

A good student at a private university can outperform an average student at a public university.
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Public universities often:

Require or prefer German (in some cases)

Private universities:

Mostly offer English programs

But:
👉  For jobs, German language is still important
regardless of university type.
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A Smarter Strategy (What We Recommend)

Instead of choosing one path blindly: Apply a dual strategy:

✔ Apply to public universities (primary goal)
✔ Keep private universities as backup

Why This Works

Reduces risk
Keeps options open
Improves decision quality

Public university applications involve:

APS delays
Application cycles
Limited intake windows

Private universities offer:

Rolling admissions
Faster decisions

Final Decision Framework

Before choosing, ask:
1.Is my profile strong enough for public universities?
2.Can I handle the timeline and uncertainty?
3.What is my financial flexibility?
4.What matters more: cost or speed?

Language Factor Timeline Risk: A Critical Factor

Hidden Risk

Students who rely only on public universities often:

Miss deadlines
Lose an entire academic year

Final Thought

Public vs private is not a question of:

❌ Which is better

It is a question of:

✔ Which is better for you


