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PR in Australia After Study: Points
System, Reality & Strategy

What Indian Students Must Understand Before Choosing
Australia

Why PR Drives the Australia Decision

For many Indian students, the decision to study in Australia is heavily influenced by one goal:
Permanent Residency (PR). Australia is often seen as a country where students can study, gain work
experience, and eventually settle.

While this perception is partly true, it is often oversimplified. Unlike Canada, which offers relatively
structured PR pathways, Australia operates on a points-based, skill-driven system.

This fundamentally changes the equation: PR is not automatic—it is competitive, selective, and
constantly evolving.

Understanding the PR Pathway in Australia

Australia does not provide direct PR after completing studies. Instead, it follows a multi-step process
that requires strategic planning at every stage.

Step 1: Study in Australia
Students begin by enrolling in recognised universities or registered education providers. This forms
the base of the journey but does not directly lead to PR.

Step 2: Temporary Graduate Visa (Subclass 485)
After graduation, students may be eligible for the Temporary Graduate Visa (Subclass 485), which
allows them to stay in Australia and work full-time.

This stage is critical, as it provides the time needed to build a profile—but it is not an outcome in
itself.

Step 3: Build Eligibility
Students must strengthen their profile by gaining relevant work experience, improving English
language scores, and aligning their occupation with market demand.

Step 4: Apply for PR
Eligible candidates can apply through multiple skilled migration pathways, including Subclass 189
(Skilled Independent), Subclass 190 (State Nomination), Subclass 491 (Regional), Subclass 186

(Employer Nomination), and Subclass 482/494 (Skills in Demand).
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First Reality Check: PR Is Merit-Based

Australia’s PR system is not linked to your degree alone. It is based on merit, where your profile is
evaluated against other applicants across multiple criteria.
The Points System: How It Works

Australia uses a points-based immigration system where candidates are ranked based on various
factors.

Key Factors That Determine Points

Points are awarded based on age, education level, work experience (both local and international),
English language proficiency, and whether the occupation is in demand.

Typically, candidates between 25-32 years receive the highest points for age, while higher IELTS
scores and relevant work experience significantly improve overall rankings.

Second Reality Check: Minimum Points Are Not Enough
Meeting the minimum eligibility score does not guarantee PR. Due to rising competition, only

candidates with higher points and stronger profiles receive invitations.

Occupation List: The Most Critical Factor

One of the most important determinants of PR success in Australia is whether your occupation is on
the demand list.

High-Demand Fields

Sectors such as healthcare, IT, engineering, and skilled trades consistently offer better PR
opportunities due to skill shortages.

Lower-Demand Fields

General business, marketing, and non-specialised roles often face higher competition and lower PR
success rates.
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The Biggest Misconception

A common belief among students is that studying in Australia ensures PR.
The reality is that PR depends on three key elements: occupation demand, points score, and
competition. Without alignment across these factors, outcomes can be uncertain.

The Role of Temporary Graduate Visa (Subclass 485)

The Subclass 485 visa plays a crucial role in the PR journey.

What It Provides

It allows students to stay in Australia, gain work experience, and improve their overall profile.
What It Does Not Guarantee

It does not guarantee PR, nor does it ensure employment. Students must actively secure relevant

jobs and build their eligibility during this period.

State Nomination: An Additional Advantage

State nomination pathways (Subclass 190 and 491) allow Australian states to nominate candidates
based on local demand.

This can provide additional points and improve PR chances. However, requirements vary by state
and are subject to frequent changes.

Third Reality Check

Australia’s immigration policies are dynamic. Changes in rules can directly impact PR eligibility.

What Improves Your PR Chances

Students who successfully secure PR typically follow a well-planned strategy. They choose courses
aligned with occupation demand, achieve high English language scores, gain relevant work
experience early, and consider regional areas that may offer additional points and opportunities.
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What Reduces Your Chances

Certain decisions can significantly reduce PR probability. These include selecting low-demand
courses, maintaining poor academic performance, scoring low in language tests, and failing to gain
relevant work experience.

Cost vs PR Reality
Students typically invest between ¥50 lakh to ¥1 crore or more in their Australian education.

This leads to a critical question: does this investment guarantee PR?

The answer is no. However, it can significantly improve your chances if your strategy is correct and
your profile is strong.

Australia vs Canada: PR Comparison

Australia and Canada are often compared, but their PR systems are fundamentally different.

Canada offers a more structured pathway through CRS-based systems, while Australia follows a
more selective, occupation-driven points system. In simple terms, Canada provides broader
pathways, whereas Australia is more targeted and competitive.

Who Should Choose Australia for PR

Australia is a strong option for students in high-demand fields who have strong academic profiles
and are willing to compete in a merit-based system. It is best suited for those who approach PR with
a long-term, strategic mindset.

Who Should Reconsider

Students expecting an easy PR pathway, those with unclear career direction, or those with financial
constraints should carefully evaluate their decision before choosing Australia.
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A Smarter Way to Approach PR

Instead of asking whether PR is guaranteed, students should evaluate their profile strategically. The
right questions are: is the chosen occupation in demand, what is the potential points score, and
what backup plans are in place.

Final Perspective

Australia offers a strong PR pathway—but it is not automatic.
Success depends on planning, skill alignment, and execution. It is a system that rewards preparation
and strategy, not assumptions.
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Study in Australia: Is It the Right
Choice for Indian Students in 20267

A Complete Reality Check

Why Australia Remains a Top Choice

Australia has consistently been one of the most preferred destinations for Indian students. Its
appeal lies in high-quality universities, post-study work opportunities, immigration pathways, and an
English-speaking environment. It is often compared directly with destinations like Canada and the
UK.

However, the landscape has evolved in recent years. Rising costs, policy changes, increased
competition, and tighter visa scrutiny have made decision-making more complex. This raises a
critical question: Is Australia still worth it in 2026, or is it becoming a trend-driven choice?

What Makes Australia Attractive

Australia’s popularity is built on a combination of academic strength, career opportunities, and
quality of life.

Globally Recognised Universities

Australia is home to several globally ranked institutions that offer strong academic quality and
international exposure. This makes it a credible option for students seeking recognised
qualifications.

Post-Study Work Opportunities
Students are allowed to stay and work after completing their studies, enabling them to gain local
work experience and build their professional profiles.

Immigration Pathways
Australia offers structured pathways for skilled migration, making it attractive for students
considering long-term settlement.

Quality of Life

Students benefit from a safe, multicultural environment supported by strong infrastructure and a
high standard of living.
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First Reality Check: A Premium Destination

Australia is not a low-cost option. It requires careful financial planning and a clear understanding of
long-term returns.

Cost of Studying in Australia

Tuition Fees
Students typically pay ¥18 lakh to ¥35 lakh per year, depending on the university and program.

Living Expenses
Annual living costs range from ¥12 lakh to ¥18 lakh per year, influenced by city and lifestyle.

Total Annual Cost
The overall cost of studying in Australia comes to approximately ¥30 lakh to ¥50 lakh per year.

Second Reality Check

Australia is among the more expensive study destinations globally, comparable to or higher than
Canada in many cases.

Visa Process: Structured but Selective

Australia has a well-defined visa process, but approvals depend heavily on the strength and clarity of
the application.

Common challenges include weak Statements of Purpose (SOPs), financial inconsistencies, and gaps
or mismatches in academic or career profiles.

Third Reality Check

Visa approval is not automatic—even eligible students can face rejection if their application lacks
clarity or credibility.

Job Market: Opportunity with Competition
Australia offers strong employment opportunities, but the market has become increasingly

competitive. Employers prioritise skills, experience, and job readiness over academic qualifications
alone.
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High-Demand Fields

Fields such as healthcare, information technology, engineering, and skilled trades continue to show
strong demand and better employment prospects.

The Biggest Misconception: PR Is Not Guaranteed

A common assumption among students is that studying in Australia guarantees permanent
residency.

The reality is different. PR is based on a points system that evaluates factors such as skills,
occupation demand, and overall profile strength. Simply studying in Australia does not ensure
migration success.

When Australia Makes Strategic Sense

Australia is a strong option for students who have solid financial backing, are targeting long-term
settlement, and are willing to actively build skills aligned with market demand. It works best for
those who approach it with a long-term strategy rather than short-term expectations.

When Students Should Be Cautious

Australia may not be suitable for students with limited budgets, those expecting an easy PR
pathway, or those without clear career direction. In such cases, the investment may not yield the
desired outcomes.

Australia vs Other Destinations

Australia’s positioning becomes clearer when compared with other countries.

Compared to Canada, Australia offers a skill-based PR system rather than a structured pathway. The
UK provides faster degree completion, whereas Australia involves longer academic and career
timelines. Germany stands out as a low-cost option, while Australia represents a significantly higher
financial investment.

Final Perspective
Australia remains a strong and credible destination—but only for the right student with the right
expectations.

Success in Australia depends on realistic planning, financial preparedness, and a clear alignment
between education choices and career outcomes. It is not a shortcut—it is a strategic pathway that
requires commitment and clarity.
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